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THE "DUPLICATE KEY" THIEVES.

It is sincerely hoped that the police are on the
right trail, and will soon have in custody the "dupli-

cate key" thieves who have been engaged in nightly
robberies.

It is doubtful if the previous history of the Dis-

trict can show a parallel for the daring and long-continu-

larcenies which have been committed dur-

ing the past few weeks, and if the police have been
making the diligent search which the gravity of the
situation requires, it is evident that they have to
deal with no ordinary offenders.

It is time to concentrate upon these nightly ma
rauders and end their reign of crime.

THAT SHINING PATE.

A thorough sterilization of combs and brushes
would reduce the number of bald heads; but Dr.

4 Charles J. White, the veteran dermatologist, ques-

tions whether such a sterilization is practicable more
than once a week. So he advises the use of individ-

ual combs and brushes. Something surely will have
to be done if this age of baldness is ever to come to
an end. The pictures of our famous men, young
and old, are startling testimony in support of the
theory' that the denuded'pate is becoming altogether
too common.

The hazards of the barber shop do not account
for this completely. Kings are apt to be as bald-heade- d

as commoners. There is something in the
air, perhaps the night air more particularly, that
makes a shining mark of men who may be described
as being not by any means indifferent to their per-
sonal appearance. Men that are indifferent strangely
escape this denudation as a rule.

Dr. White has started a train of thought. Let
us hope it won't be derailed before it gets

THE COMING HORSE SHOW.

The list of nrizes for the annual hnrsp. show
here from hand their

$6,000,
promise bring number than telePhone by

seen of fact that Puts

indicates that event will be most successful
ever held qutside of New York.

There is no good reason why the Washington
horse show should not be and away most
celebrated the entire We are surround-
ed by people who take pride fine
horses, and give large part their attention
the breeding of them. This is brought home us
in detail by the succession races and horse shows
on minor scale which are incident the various
county fairs Maryland and Virginia
the fall months. The Merest them is always ab-

sorbing and raising of fine horses is assiduously
encouraged.

The social feature, which has come totje char-
acteristic of every great horse show, has an excep-
tional opportunity to express itself in the National
Capital, and no one would have it otherwise.

Only forty days in which make en-

tries the horse show, and now that the
have been published and matters have taken definite
shape it is hoped that there will be no delay the
matter of making entries.

Let's all get together and make the horse show
of 1912 national event.

THE ANNUAL FRUIT FAILURE.

Recent enumerations have overlooked one
the most certain and inevitable signs of spring. The
average man would have very uncomfortable sort
of he were to find himself facing jocund
April without the annual assurance that the peach
crop is failure.

There is sort of rivalry between South Georgia
on the one hand, and Pennsylvania and New Jersey
on the other, as to which will reach the public first

the springtide lamentation. Of course, it would

drifts were banked up against the garden fence and
icicles from the dairy, for no one would be-

lieve that the fruit trees had yet begun to bourgeon
and burst into bloom. There would be nothing for
the weather to kill. And yet the delay of few days
frequently loses the precedence to one or
the other. The effort hit the exact moment has,
therefore, become almost as much serious

the peaches and things.
The prize this year goes York, Pennsylvania.

The melancholy announcement sent out from that
center of the fruit belt this week began: "The crop
will be nearly complete failure." The details were
nothing short of harrowing. We led infer that
the crop this year will be harvested butterfly

packed satin-line- d caskets and sold by weight.
Then, when everybody has begun to feel about

miserable possible, the news begins perco-

late into the outside world that there has been

mistake, and that the indications arc for bumper
crop.

There ought to be some way to put stop to
these false alarms. They shadow the joys of spring
and thicken the general gloom without cause. They
create prejudice against the good faith of the
grower, so that people are inclined to believe mis-

chievous stories to his placing the largest speci-

mens on the top of the basket. The rich Elberta
needs no specious aid to make us appreciate her
coming and .a hopeful public to be any
longer deceived.

ROOSEVELT'S CARNEGIE HALL SPEECH.

Theodore Roosevelt, in remarkable speech at
Carnegie Hall last night, set forth with rare fo,rce
and clearness the issue that is now foremost before
the American people. And because it is the great
issue before the American people, it is the great is-

sue before the Republican party if that party hopes
to continue to exist and to dominate the Government.

As stated by Mr. Roosevelt the issue is this:
"Are the American people fit to govern them-

selves, to rule themselves, to control themselves?"
Mr. Roosevelt says they are. Mr. Roosevelt's

enemies, the men who are today fighting his nomi-
nation, say they are not.

Whether Theodore Roosevelt shall be the next
President the United States is question of small
import compared with the fact that he has had the
courage to speak out, in Assault upon all men who
subscribe, as he says, to the old, old doctrine that
the people are not fit to rule, doctrine applauded
by "every upholder and beneficiary of crooked privi-
lege."

It is hard to conceive of anything that could more
directly strike the heart of the situation that is now
burdening the American people than this.

have scant patience with this talk of the tyranny
of the mnjorlty. Whenever there Is tyranny of the ma-
jority, shall protest against It with all my heart and
soul. we are today sufforing from the tyranny of
minorities. It is small minority that Is grabbing our
coal deposits, our powers, and our harbor fronts.
A small minority is fattening on the sale of adulterated
foods drugs. It 1b small minority that lies be-

hind monopolies and trusts. It is small minority
that stands bohind the present law of master ser-
vant, the sweatshops and the whole calendar' of social
and Industrial injustice. It is small minority that Is
today using our convention system to defeat the will of

majority of the people in the choice delegates to
the Chicago convention. The only tyrannies from which
men, women, and children are suffering in real life are
the tyrannies of minorities.

Whatever whirlwind of bitterness may
reap for the voicing of such doctrine so far the
present goes will be more than compensated in the
great fact that the progress of American history, and
probably its progress within the next several years,
will justify the truth of his utterances.

LITTLE THINGS THAT COUNT.

an address in Philadelphia few days since
the dean the College of Agriculture of Cornell,
discussing the high cost of living, laid stress upon
few of the little things which we are apt to consider
not worth taking into account. Among them he
mentioned the telephone and the habit so many
householders have who are not forced to do so
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erybody's beck and call, enormously increasing the
expense of delivery. It means sending out a vast
number of purchases which, in the old days, were
carried home by the buyer. It also means extension
of the credit system, which adds its serious share
to the cost of doing business. The system of order
by telephone leads, too, to extravagance in other di-

rections.
Another point on which the lecturer laid stress

was the custom of building flats and apartments, in
which so many city dwellers now live, without stor-
age room, as he says, other than "a shelf three feet
long and three inches wide." The housewife, who
must keep the family larder in such scant quarters,
is thus badly handicapped if she wishes to buy in
any but the smallest quantity, thus still further add-

ing to the constantly increasing cost of handling,
wrapping, and delivery of goods.

Very simple and homely truths. So simple, in-

deed, that nobody is willing to admit that they are
responsible for our difficulties. And they are not
the sole cause of the upward swing of the pendulum ;

but, taken together with other ana just as easily
remediable conditions of modern living, they un-

doubtedly account for a good deal for which we
blame the middleman, the trusts, or the stores.

Listen to this note from Atlanta, where the
Yankees are limbering up: "In all my experience,"
said Street today, "I have never seen such pitching
as Caldwell has shown. Mark you, this is not spring
hot-ai- r talk. I've seen them all in the spring and
fall and midsummer, but none better than Cald-.well- ."

Hope springs eternal in the human breast.
In the baseball world it is only shattered when the
"phenom" goes straight up in the air in a pinch.
Nevertheless, the "fan" will read the dope.

According to Euroriean cables, all the channel.
never be wise to put out the story while the snow-- j ieries 0Ver there are greatly perturbed about some- -
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thing, nobody knows exactly what. As Europe is
usually in a parlous state of mind, it is somewhat re-

assuring to have it work off its surplus excitement
trying to discover what there is to be excited about.

If Mr. Morgan really decides to buy that ancient
Egyptian temple on the Island of Phylae, and bring
it to America we will make a long advance toward
the collection of those picturesque ruins which are
about the only things on which we are shy.

It is now reported that the plot against the life
of the King of Italy was hatched in Chicago. Pater-so- n,

N. J., points with pride to the fact that for once
she escapes unscathed.

Perhaps it is only an accident, but coincident
with the announcement that Chairman Ben John-
son is to resign, sooner or later, the skies are over-
cast and look as though they would weep.

TIMEY LETTERS TO THE TIMES MAIL BAG
"" s .... .... .... ..

Readers of The Times are Invited to ubo UiIb department eb their own to wrlto freely and frankly with tho assurance that no letter
in language will be donled publication. Letters must not, however, exceed 250 words in length, and must bo written only on one

side of tho paper. Letters must boar tho names and addresses of the writers, as ovldenco of good faith, but tho names will not bo made publlo
without tho consent of tho contributors. AddrcaB MAIL BAG EDITOK OF THE TIMES.

NEGRO REALIZES THAT

THE FITTEST SURVIVE

To the Editor of TUB TIMES:
ApropoH of Mr. "Sojourner's" letter

Indorsing tho letters of Mr. "B. G." 6t
March 6, regarding separate cars for
negroes in the District, I ben to cull
his nttontlon to a fow little uIYulrs
where his philosophy might bo used
to a better advantage.

Tho negro, llko nil races, have their
good and bad, some very bad I'll admit.
However, wo have not reached the nemo
of lawlessness wherein we feel Justified
In blowing up a few brldgos or a fac-
tory full of worklngmcn, ucsusstnate a
king, shoot up a court from Judge on
down, of crcute a disturbance In a fac-
tory causing thousands to suffer from
being forced to strike.

Tho nemo Is too conscientious to tako
part In such small affairs In order to
grntlfy his Impared Imagination of In
justice, no lias learned nun nils is
an ago of the survlvul of the fittest, and
Is too busy trying to fit himself for
what might come his way. Wo envy
no man's wealth or position. All wo
want Is a fair exchange for tho service
we give, and tbo privilege of enjoying
a few of the blessings that civilization
has given us.

Wo nro not ashamed of our race. It
Is our Ignorant wo are ashamed of, nnd
unlike most races, our Ignorant are
ushutned of themselves.

If Mr. "Sojourner" will read tho
papers seriously 1 am sure he will find
more to disturb his equanimity, and
1111 him with awe of what this country
Is coming to. And should It come to
what tho majority fear be will rind the
negro where they have always found
him gun on his shoulder; obey tho
commands; marching fearlessly on;
giving his life blood In defense of tho
only Country he knows

A NEGRO PASSING THROUGH.

REDUCING THE SALOONS

INCREASES CONSUMPTION

To tho Kdltor of TDK TIMES:
I rend with a great deal of Interest the

accounts of the work of tho Vaughn
class In one of our leading churches.
That body Is doing noblo work, and I
nolo that one of the spcakeis referred
especially to the effect tho proposed
legislation hv the Senate would have In
the decrease In consumption of liquor
by reducing the number of saloons from
5(i0 to 100. Now, sad to say, that part of
the bill will have littlo or no eltect what-
ever in that respect. I can remember
when there were nearly 1,000 saloons
here, and wnon tno numner was nnaliy
reduced to some WW statistics In the In
ternal llcvenuo Bureau showed that the
consumption of whisky, especially, had
Increuxeri out or all proportion to tno
population. One might as well exocct
that by reducing the number of bakericn
from SfW to 100 there would be a decrease
In tho consumption of biead.

There is a demunrl for whisky, as
there H a demand for bread, and If rout
Mft'iH of the FalooiiH or bakeries, as tne
cuho may be. are closed, the remaining
tiftii il sunnlv tht demand.

In addition to this, any man who has
25 cents (In some cases 15 cents) In Ills
pocket can get u pocket ll.isk of whisky
In anv one of some P.00 groceries, and
tbo proposed legislation does not affect
mis trade, aome oi tne mosi respect
able grocers h.ive a large trade in
lliinor. ' They are not classed as rum-seller- s,

nor are they taoooed by tho
church: they are merchants.

The prohibition of the Matin feature,
Importation, sale, or gift. r the posses-
sion of liquors, with heavy penalties of
both line and imprisonment, appears to
bo the only loghal remedv.

RECHAHITK.

RELIGIOUS INQUIRIES
BOUND TO DO GOOD

To the E.nlor if TUB TIMES:
About SOO years ago Dr. Walton, the

editor of the famous London Polyglot
Bible, nnd afterward Bishop of Chester,
wrote:

Arlstnrchus In hit day could hardly nnd
een w!e men In Ulcere, but ninoncst us

(ErtKllah) are hardly to b found 10 many
Ignorant persona; for all aro teachers, all
divinely Inspired' There Itf no fanatic or
clon, from the lowest dregs of the people.

What 's on the Program in

Washington Today

The following Masonic organizations
will moot tonight: lodges: Naval, No.
4, E. A.; Hiram, No 10. K. C , and
grand visitation; Lafayette, No. 19,
social evening. Royal Arch Chapter:
Capital, No. 11, R. A Cryptic Mason-ry-Adonlra-

No. 2, R. and S. M.
Eastern Star Kstber Chapter. No. 5.

The following I. O. O. V. lodges will
meet tonight: Columbia, No. 10. and
Excelsior, No. 17, degreo work; Salem,
No. 2l', grand visitation.

Tbo following Knights of Pythias or
ganizations will meet tonight: Lodges:
Harmony, Ko. 21, anu No. 2,
business. Uniform rank Coldwell
Company, No. 7. no meeting.

The following Knights of Maccabees
tents will meet tonight: Golden Rule,
No. 3, regular meeting and the passing
of the tent s, third reading, 723
Eighth street northwest; District No.
S, regular meeting nnd Initiation;
Metropolitan, No. 12, regular meeting
at Pythian Temple.

Meeting of National Circle. No. 621, P.
II. C, Royal Arcanum Hall, 8 p. m.

Address on "Public Health" by Dr.
Ilorvey XV. Wiley before the Men's
Club of tho Church of the Epiphany,
G street, between Thirteenth and
Fourteenth streets northwest, 8 p. ni.

Lecturo on "The Prevention of Tetan-
us," bv Col. Louis A. LaGard, before
tho Federation Class, tbo Public Li-
brary.

Lecturo on "Tbo Trust Busters" bv
John W. Slaylon, National Socialist
Lyceum, Odd Fellows' Hall, S p. m.

Meeting of the Henry W. Lawton Camp,
No. 4, United Spanish War Veterans,
Flvnn's Hall, Eighth and K streets
northwest, 8 p. m.

Exhibition of paintings by Gardiner
Lymons, Corcofan Gallery of Art. to-

day.
Lecturo W. II. H. Smith. "The Building

and Dedication of Solomon's Temple,"
auspices of Men's Temple Club,
Klirhth Street Temple, s p. m.

Readings for tbo Blind, Library of
Congress, reading room, 4:45 p. m.

Meeting of Principals' Association at
TJVnnkUn School.

Meeting Sunday School Institute, Epiph- -
anl parish hall. 7:30 p. m.

t nntnre under ai'SPlces of Washington
Chapter. American Instltuto of Bank
ing, by juuus o ji. in.

Amusements.
National-Montgom- ery and Stone In

"The Old Town," 8:15 p. in.
Columbia Columbia Players in "The

Rose of the Raiicho," 2:15 and 8:15 p.m.
Belasco Dockstader's Minstrels, 8:16

Chases-Pol- ite Vaudeville, 2:15 and 8:15

Academy "McKadden's Flats." 2:15 and
8:15 p. m.

Casino Elite Vaudeville.
Cosmos Refined Vaudeville.
Majestic Continuous Vaudeville.
Lyceum "The Ducklings." 2:15 and 8:15

p. m.
Gayety Rose 8 dell's "London Belles,"

2:15 and SIS p. m.
Arcade- - Skating, Bowling and Motion

Pictures.

who does not give you his own dreams as
the word of God. For tho bottomless pit
seems to have bean set open, from whence a.
sinoke has risen which has obscured the
heaven and the stars, nnd locusts am come
out with stings a numerous race of sectaries
nnd heretics, who have renewed all the old
heresies' and Invented monstrous opinions of
their own. These filled our cities, villages,camps, houses nay, our churches and pul-
pits, too, and lead the poor deluded people
with them to tho pit or perdition.

Now, the present day conditions nro
the same as described above, and theonly conclusion that can bo derivedfrom the samo is that the correct solu-
tion of Interpreting tho Hlble has notyet been found, or all difference would
cense. It Is apparent to all that the
present Interpretation of tho niblc fallsto nil that want for which the human
race nay, all creation is longing.
(Romans vlI;19-24- ).

Therefore, all agitation Is profitable.
The Ulblo Is tho only guido to eternal
life; fronf Its pages only can we learn
to regain that state which was lost'bv
tbo ran or Adam. Christ said: "I have
como to savo (restoro) that which Is
lost." Thanks be to The Times for pub-
lishing these opinions; good only can
result therefrom.

ALBERT S. PIERCE.

"Where are we at"
on economics of dress?

To the Kdltor of TUB TIMEH:
While the Inquiry Is bv no means

original with me, I should be glad to
have some one answer the question,
"Where are we at'"

In her talk Wednesday aftirnoon
Mrs. Florence Kelley, one of the closest
students cf labor conditions that this
country now knowi, scored the cxtrava-ga- n

"o of American women who, through
their extravagant tastes, have made It
ncccssaiy for the women and girls In
tailoring establishments to wreck their
health producing useless llncry.

On th" other hand, we have the
friends of labor complaining thut thoso
who would work have nothing to do
they do not earn, whether thce work-les- s

persons llnd employment catering
to the useless extravaganco or womn
or building bkyscrapors. What they
demand for their charges Is work which
will create revenue to meet living ex-
penses.

At the same time, a wealthy worran
defended herself for her cxtravagt-.nc-
In dress, she said she was giv-
ing employment and putting money into
circulation when she humored horself
In this manner. She considered herself
a public benefactor rather than a
sinr.er.

Surely some must bo right and Ft me
wror.g. If remunerative work Is a good
thing It makes little difference to the
worker whether ho Is creating a luxury
or a necessity. It It Is an evil thing,
then we were all cursed In Adnm'i! fall
and should get up a mob and hang him
In effigy

Hut If experts cannot ngrcc on this
Important polnf, how are tho great rink
and tile of us who know niitlilns about
it to formulate eplnlon?

F. U ORTON.

MORALITY AND HAPPINESS
TEST OF ALL CREEDS

T" tho Editor of TI1K TIMES.
Whatever strengthens morals and

pcrninnenttv Increased human hSppliiesj
should be unserved. Whatever weakens
these should be ellniin.Ued. To this test
all cieeds must come.

Every old religion rails against "mod-
ernism" as undermining morality, whilu
I'lOd.-rnLs- replies that the old Is ob-
structing moral and intellectual de-
velopment. Soerat" war. put to death
fA ..M.lllti. tl,.. trria fin,l inrrnntln'?
the vouth of Atheni'' tie was the free
thinker of that time. Tl'is is tlie
charge no.v as It wis then, and with
no mere reason. "Poisoning" Is alleged
be.'iiuse doubt of assumed infallibility Is
piopacatcil. An Infallible guide requires
infaTTIino interpretation and transcrip-
tion. If we were thus infallible wa
would not u.'cd the guide, and if we
aie not Infalllhio the guld becomes as

nllliili :ih the Interpreter. This ac
counts for the multiplication of creeds,
all drawing from the samo authority.
Kverv freethinker from Paine to Hux-le- v

has admitted that tho Bible conlnins
many sublime truths and moral max-
ims. Alon-- r with these '.ruths, however,
exist the citidltles of barbaric though',
and It Is toward tbes.'1 objection la di-

rected. Those who make tho book their
guide are willing to go in anv direction
for which a text can be found. This
is the arave danger; for witchcraft,
slavery, polyif.imy. Kingcraft, and In-

numerable Immoral practices can be
thus sustained. Instead of testing tho
Rihle bv its standard of morals, thoy
tell us these morals must accepted
unconditionally. Murder Is all light
when a God directs It, as He did to
Abrnnam. Faith then becomes the
faculty of suppressing Judgment and
believing without evidence. Such blind
faith mav lead as readily to Moham-
medanism or Mormonlsm as In any othor
wav. 'lVrtulllan boasted that he be-

lieved because his reason raid It was
absurd '

DAVID ECCLGS.

WHY IS THE SOUTH

ALWAYS SHOVED ASIDE?

To thfl Editor of THE TIMES:
There is ono thing I would like to

know and tht Is why the South is al-

ways shoved aside when it comes to
naming a candidate for the Democratic
Presidential nomination? Is It because
the South has no men sufficiently quail-fle- d

to (HI the ofllco of President. I

cannot bellevo the South has a derth of
Presidential candidates. Tho Demo-
cratic party depends entirely upon th
South for her strength and support, and
yet in every instance Bhe is passed by
when tho party Is looking (or a Presi-
dential candidate. There certainly must
bo some reason for utterly Ignoring her
and tho want of appreciation of past
services rendeted tho Democratic party
by the good people of the Southland. I
lvive thought a great deal about this
matter, but so far have been unable to
learn tho cause. The South has pro-
duced In times past u greater number of
great men than any other section of our
countrv. Today she has equally as great
men as she had before the wur. Every
State can produce a favorite son whose

ARMY.
Captain EDGAR A. FRY. assigned to

Fifteenth infantry.
Lieutenant L. WORTH1NGTON MOSE-LE-

Thirtieth Infantiy, icll.ved
from Fort Slocum. N. Y., May It,
W:, to join his regiment.

t
Brigadier General DANIEL H. BRUSH,

relieved from command Department
of California April 12, 1912; to homo
to await, retirement.

NAVY.
Captain C. M. FAIIS, commissioned a

apt.iiu fiom December ll,
Lieutenant W. S. FARBER, commis-

sioned a lieutenant from February
L 101.'.

Lieutenant W. F. COCHRANE, JR.,

would nt him to preside at the Whlto
House on President with great honor
nnd success. Jt wad tho Southern states-ma- n

who made tho early history of
this country, arid It was he who brought
the country Bafoly through her troubles
and made her what she was before the
war clouds of '61 changed the condition
of things. I believe the tlmo has now
como when the Southern people should
dmand recognition. They have the
power In their hands and all that Is
necessary for them to do Is to exercise
that power. SAMUEL D. TRU1TT.

EXPRESSES HIS PITY
FOR "DISGUSTED" TYPE

To the Editor of THE TIMES;
I have been a resident of Washington

but two' weeks, and what first attracted
me to your paper was the "Mull Bag,"
where people of all faiths political, re-

ligious, etc. and where those who were
not burdened with any faith, but had
a little real knowledge, might hold
open rcrum. I speak as I do or faith
because, while It occasionally Is founded
upon knowledge, It Is generally a top-heav- y

and .instable superstructure
built upon the Bands of Ignorance,
credulity, and superstition.

I was prompted to wrlto this letter
after reading tho littlo wall of one "Dis-
gusted," who so fears free sreech that
he savs he Is poins to stop Tho Times.
After reading that, 1, too, would have
become "disgusted" had It not been
overshadowed with pity for the little
man. He, like all other living- things.
Is it product of heredity and environ-
ment, and his mental piocesses are de-
termined by these two factors and one
other the physical condition of his
body. Condemnation should not bo
headed upon this class of men and
women, for all that. It Is the ma
terial of which inquisitions, blue-lu-

legislatures, and prcss-cer.rorlii- F' offi-
cials are made. "Disgusted" was un-

fortunate In choosing nil parents. His
environment has been such that he has
looked at life throucrh a crack In the
wall, and, necessarily, must have a
narrow view, and In ali probabllltv you
would nno mm to be a snauow nreatner
and a s sfterer from periodical Indiges-
tion.

The "Mall Rag" Is a place for the
free dissemination of Ideas. It will fur-
nish mental stimulation for many who
are sorely In need of It. as any thought-
ful reader of tho ".Mall Bng" can
testify. P.:i.EY D. MOORE.

MINISTER THREW NO
LIGHT ON REAL ISSUE

To tho Editor of THE TIMES:
When 1 turned to tbo Mall Bag on

Mcrch li 1 was pleased to nolo a ltte-fro- m

a minister of tho gospel, and I
read It eagerly, expecting to find some
thing therein which would throw some
satisfactory light on the several Bible
narratives which have been under dls
ousslon so long, as well as the subject
of hell and eternal torment. 1 was very
sorelv disappointed, however. Not one

I ray o'f light on any subject or any doc
trine that Is causing men who tliinn to
eiuestlon the authority of tho Bible as
being the Divine Word of God. Person-
ally, I think any minister or other per-
son who believes in a hell and teachcH
such a doctrine, plasphemes Almlgnt
God. But while this Is my own view
and belief, yet all men have a right to
their own honest belief, and should be
governed thereby. We have no right,
as tho Rev. Mr. King has seen fit to
do, to attack Individuals or various de-

nominations who cannot harmonize a
"Burning hell" with an Almighty God,
and revolt at such gross errors. God Is
Truth, nnd Ho is leading man onward
step by step to know the truth, and I
helleve If the Bible Is truly of God
the absurdities will finally bo weeded
out, and the "truth" of It will stand for-
ever, but, If the whole work Is an Im-

position. God will certainly bring man
to seo it so and it will but have to full
at last. I belong to none of tho de-

nominations the reverend gentleman
refers to, but bellevo each Is honestly
trvlng to serve God according to his
respective understanding of the Bible,
and, therefore, have no right to be
nttacked In the manner they have In
this letter, nor have individuals. Iet
us be true to our convictions and our
own comprehension of a just and Al-

mighty God. Re charitable to all.
A. M. P.

PLEADS FOR DISCUSSION
IN TOLERANT SPIRIT

To the Editor of THE TIMES:
The reason that Christians as a rule

are Intolerant of views opposed to their
own on matters of religion. Is that they
have it drilled Into them at their moth-
er's knees, from the, pulpit, In tho Sun-
day schools, and In tho religious press,
the theory that those who criticise tho
Kihlo or Question the existence of a
God do so because they are depraved
and ovll-mtnd- people.

Just so long as this false and per-njclo- us

theory Is preached and taught,
Just so long will we have Intolerant and
prejudiced Christians to deal with.

It Is perfectly natural' for one who
has been taught from Infancy that the
Bible Is tho veritable word of God to be
"shocked" at criticisms leveled at the
Bible, because to "attack" tho Blblo Is
to attack Ills God. Now there Is a
vast difference In believing In tho ex-

istence of a God and believing he Is the
author of the Bible.

Many good men have believed in God,
but repudlaled the Bible. God may ex-l!- t,

but that does not prove he Inspired
men to write the Bible. The Bible must
bo Judged by what It contains, and if
there he passages there that shock tho
moral sense of the reader or that are
absurd, childish, and untrue, or that
arc It Is a pretty good
Indication, at least to my mind, that
God had nothing to do with the writing
of tho Bible, but that It was written by
men and very Ignorant nnd supersti-
tious and suvage men at that.

"Come," said St. Paul, "let us reason
together." Let us all accept the Invita-
tion, throw prejudice aside, take It for
granted that he who accepts and ho
who rejects are equally honest and sin-
cere ami make up our minds to seek for
truth and nothing but the truth. Let
our Christian friends substitute argu-
ments for persoiwlltles and we can then
make some headway in this dlscussiun

brilliant attainments and noble qualities on religion

I'.'H.

JUSTICE.
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commissioned a lieutenant fromFebruary 12. 1012.
Ensign A. H. DOUGLAS, to New

MOVEMENTS OF VESSELS.
Arrived Hector, Salem, and Solace atHampton Roads; Celtic at Navy

Yard, Now York; Petrel at Guan-tanam- o;

Qulros at Shanghai; Callaoat Canton; Craven at Charleston;
.otith Caroline and C-- 4 at Hampton
Roads; Birmingham at Washington;
.Mais at Newport News; Dixie,
Flusbor. Lamsou, Preston. Smitn.
Drayton, and Paulding at Pensacola.
Balubrldge at Shanghai.

Sallr-- Neptune, from Guuntanamo
Reid. Perkins. Mayrant.

Stuietl. anl Waike, from Ke Wen
fur Fensaiola, Albany, from Shang-
hai for Swaton.

FACTS CAN STAND ALONE
ON SALOON QUESTION

To tho Editor of TUB TIMER:
The fact is on record In the District

of Columbia that 00 per cent of all pris-
oners committed to the District Jail get
theie through drink.

This fact Is not for one day, but for
all days; this fact Is evidence that drink
Incites to crime, and arouses evil pas-
sions. ,

This fact shows a continuous lesson
of vital Importance, through tho dajly
effects of saloon traffic, Wherever tho
saloon exists.

This paralyzing influence goes unchal-
lenged by the District government,
however much It may be opposed and
Is opposed by the people.

Any city or part of a city will not
redeem Itself that knowingly allows bad
conditions to continue.

The Capital City of tho greatest nationon earth invites a destruction like thatof Sodom and Gomorrah.
Any city of 280,000 persons that will

maliciously sell itself to 613 saloons, en-
gaged In unnecessary, uncalled for, un-
godly business of greatest degradation
for special personal profit, under the
conditions which feed the delight andencourage tho acts of many saloon-keepers In Washington, has much room
for improvement.

Those people r'eed not pleaFe them-
selves with tho thought that thev canbring the level of the people of Wash-ington to saloon estimates, and all liv-
ing under the sound of the samo town
clock.

The onlv wise concentlon of nmrtonfo
for the future la that the "saloon mustgo" and give place for better conditions
which the world demands, even to tho
"isles of the sea," by removing the
cause of the degradation.

A. M. BROWN.

WANTS AN EXAMINATION
OF CIVIL SERVICE FRAUDS

To the Editor of THE TIMES:
III Its last annual report the United

States Civil Service Commission states
that the separations from its office dur-
ing the year covered by the report
amounted to 2214 per cent of Its entire
force.

What arc tho conditions existing In
the office of the Civil Service Commis-
sion that cause 22V4 per cent of its em-
ployes to beat a hasty retreat from the
office of tho commission? The answer
to this question Is to be found In the
fact that while one commissioner Is
bewailing the failure of the merit law,
the other two are conspiring to defeat
the just claims of deserving employes
to promotion to tho vacancies existing
in the higher grades. In behalf of th
gag-boun- d employes of the Civil Ser-
vice Commission I wish to ask what
clause of the civil service law author-
izes the commission to till all the higher
salaried positions in Its office with the
personal friends of tho Commissioners''

In behalf of the American people 1

ask what clause of the Civil Service
law authorizes the Commission to raise
the ratings of certain candidates who
fall in the examination, in order that
the names of such persons may be
placed upon the eligible register? From
what source comes the Influence that
permits a violation of Section 5 of the
Civil Service law in tho Interests of
certain candidates for positions In the
Cevil Service?

The writer Is eager to appear before
the House Committee on Reform in the
Civil Service and swear that this thing
has often been done, and he defles the
Civil Service Commission to demand an
investigation of these charges. Give the
American people a squint at the doings
of the Civil Service Commission under
the administration of Mr. Taft.

BX-CiVI- L SERVICE EXAMINER.

CONGRATULATES "RACHAEL"
ON THE ADVANCE. MADE

To the Editor of THE TIMES:
I congratulate Rachael on tho ad-

vance she has made. She has given up
the notion now that a Freethinker Is
necessarily bad because he does not
agree with her. only I am sorry poor
little Tommy had to suffer.

Why should Tommy bo whipped for
asking an Innocent question?' However,
I am sure Rachael Is too kind and sen-
sible a mother to punish her child for
having done no wrong. Rachel, llko
Silas Wegg, simply "dropped into
poetry" and so I shall not take tho
lines literally.

Now as to your atheist friend's loss.
Death Is always a calamity, especially
when It takes our little loved ones away.
But the atheist or agnostic Is not wlth-nn- t

i.nne if nit the systems of re
ligion and all Bibles wcro blotted out
of existence, the question of another
life beyond tho grave would still re- -

Rachoel's friend was grief stricken,
not because of his unbelief, but be-

cause his loved ono was taken from
him. In tho presence of death, our
grief Is measured by the intensity of
our affection toward the dead and not
because of belief or unbelief.

Under such circumstances If I were
at tho grave, I would not quote from the
Brole. but from Ingersoll these words:

They who stand with breaking hearts
around this little Brave need have no fear
Tho larger and nobler faith In all that Is.
and Is to be. tells us that doath even at Its
worst. Is only perfect peace. We know that
throufih the common wants of life the needs.-an-

duties of each hour their (trlef will les-

sen day by dav. until at last this grave will
be to them a place of rest and peace almost
of joy. There is for them this consolation
The dead do not suffer. If they live again
their lives will surely be us good as ours
We are all children of the name mother, an.l
tho same fate awaits us all. We too ha
our religion, and It Is this: Help for the
llvlns-ho- pe for the dead. fur
ASKS TO PREACH

IN MINISTER'S PULPIT

To the Editor of THE TIMES:
Your "Free Methodist" preacher's

communication recalls an incident in
New Testament times. Certain persons
of Samaria, exercising their God-give- n

liberty, refused to follow tbo disciples
of the Author of Liberty, which so In-

censed theso disciples that they
requested tho privilege of calling
fire from heaven which would
devour tbo Samaritans. A deserved' re-
buke followed the requ?st. Has my
Free Methodist friend never read how
the tears sti earned down tho face of
Htm of whom he professes to be an am-
bassador as he contelnplated the com-
ing doom of Jerusalem? Evidently ho
has not. else he would not wish to bo
in the Amen corner of a Free Meth-
odist church when a lost soul returns
to tell of his experience In the Free
Methodist hell, which is tbo hell, not
of Christianity, but of nagnnUm. Noth-
ing would affoid me greater

to stand In tho pulpit of your
Fipc Methodist contributor and with
open Bible proi'lalm to his congu ga-
llon the truth as it Is In Cbrls-- t 1 an.
u limy co lo d"i will he consent'.' The
truth ret el d means freedom m;
merely In name, but In leality. I await

i r contributor's pleasure
JOHN N. QLiNN.

Takoina Park, D, C,


